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“GroundSpark’s documentaries are 

so needed here. Hate crimes that 

have happened here in the South 

could be lessened starting with 

your work at the elementary school 

level. I saw how your film affected 

young folks and how they looked 

at others with tolerance. I think 

your work has even saved lives.”

Sheila Morgan, a high

school teacher and mother

of a gay son, at a screening

of It’s STILL Elementary in 

Birmingham, Alabama.

    WHAT WE CAN’T SEE, WE CAN’T CHANGE

Here’s what GroundSpark did this year to make 
destructive prejudices and bias visible and to
stop the hurt and violence that young people 
experience in our schools every day.
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We put culture change in the spotlight
with the release of It’s STILL Elementary. 

From inner cities to heartland towns and the birthplace of the civil rights movement, our latest
Respect For All Project (RFAP) film is proving that diversity education really can stop homophobia and
other prejudices from ruining lives.

Teachers in Alabama and Tennessee laughed and cried as they watched It’s STILL Elementary. Most of 
them had never seen any educational media about homophobia before. The new Alabama safe schools 
coalition gained fresh momentum, and many folks began to organize for safer schools right at the 
screenings!

We’re grateful that It’s STILL Elementary is helping us to reach into caring communities of educators who 
feel isolated by bias and prejudice.

Some of the cities

where we have screened

It’s STILL Elementary:

• Arlington • Barcelona, Spain

• Bellingham • Berkeley • Birmingham

• Boston • Budapest, Hungary

• Columbus • Dallas

• Georgetown, Guyana • Las Vegas

• London, England • Los Angeles

• Madrid, Spain • Milwaukee

• Minneapolis • Montgomery • Nashville

• New Delhi, India • New York City

• Olympia • Paris, France • Philadelphia 

• Portland • Rochester

• Rosario, Argentina • San Francisco

• Seattle • Toronto • Turin, Italy

• Tuscaloosa • Tuscon

• Vancouver, Canada • Washington DC

• Winston-Salem

Before and after pictures of Samira Abdul-Karim from It’s Elementary and It’s STILL Elementary.



It’s STILL Elementary tells the story of the making of our 1996 film, It’s Elementary – Talking About Gay 
Issues in School. It features interviews with many of the children who appeared in the original film and 
documents the continuing influence of the film on educators and students, as well as the backlash against 
it when it was first released in the United States.

It’s STILL Elementary recently won a coveted Golden CINE Award. And our all-new It’s Elementary 
teaching and organizing guide is being hailed as the most effective and comprehensive resource available 
today for helping communities come together to create caring, safe and respectful schools.

Now a whole new generation of teachers is getting the opportunity to learn about the deep impact of 
homophobia on young people and what educators can do to stop it.
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Before and after pictures of Chloe Moushey and Raimol Cortado from It’s Elementary and It’s STILL Elementary.



TUNE IN.

Listen as Debra Chasnoff speaks 

movingly on National Public 

Radio about the killing in Oxnard 

and how critical it is that we all 

work to stop school violence 

based on homophobia, no matter 

how we  personally feel about 

homosexuality. www.npr.org.
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We mobilized the media to help
communities fight backlash. 

This year GroundSpark began ramping up its role as a national media advocate for safe schools. 

In Evesham Township, New Jersey, a few vocal members of the religious right protested the inclusion of the 
RFAP film, That’s a Family!, in the township’s third-grade diversity curriculum.

GroundSpark mobilized. We spread the word and made sure the national media reported our point of view: 
that teaching about different family structures, including gay- and lesbian-headed families, helps to create 
safer schools and a better learning environment for all kids. The controversy over the use of That’s a Family! 
made headlines with stories featured in the New York Times, MSNBC online, CNN, Fox News, and BBC radio.

In February, when Lawrence King, a gender-non-conforming eighth grader, was killed by another student in 
front of his first period class in Ventura County California, GroundSpark again went to work. We gave voice 
in the media to the role schools should be playing to protect LGBT and gender non-conforming students.

We’re now creating a rapid response network of civil rights, religious, mental health  and education leaders. 
The network will provide support to school officials who come under attack for taking proactive steps to 
address homophobia and other forms of bias in their schools.



It’s a Wrap!
We finished Straightlaced.

Mark your calendars for the world premiere of Straightlaced: Wednesday, January 14th, 2009 at the Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco. And stay tuned for premieres and screenings across the country.

In the final months of shooting Straightlaced, we filmed a ballet dance class whose students defy 
conventional ideas about dance when it comes to race and sexual orientation.  We also toured a department 
store with a self-identified “gender queer” high school senior while she unearthed all the gender messages 
in everything from deodorant to golf balls. We went to prom and danced the night away with a graduating 
senior who happens to be transgender, and also conducted in depth interviews with six more students.

Straightlaced is the first film ever made about the painful pressure high school students feel to conform to 
strict gender roles. This film is set to light up a lot of dark places and spark a whole new round of culture 
change for teenagers.
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Interviewing students on set and at their ballet class during the production of Straightlaced.



“It’s very important that children 

learn in a place that’s supportive, 

safe, and respectful, and this 

program is beneficial for ALL 

families and ALL people who work 

with children. I’m very interested 

in bringing ideas presented tonight 

into my teaching and parenting. 

Thank you for bringing this to us. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!”

An elementary school

teacher at the RFAP’s

Salem, North Carolina workshop
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PART OF THE SOLUTION    WORKING TOGETHER IS

GroundSpark inspired new partnerships
in all the right places.



Our RESPECT FOR ALL PROJECT National Coalition
Just Can’t Stop Growing!

The American School Counselors Association and Girls, Inc. have joined our Respect For All Project 
National Coalition. The Coalition already includes the National Education Association, the Afterschool 
Alliance, the Association of Children’s Museums, the Child Welfare League of America, and the National 
Association of School Psychologists. Our National Coalition partners work with us to bring RFAP 
programming into more rural and conservative areas of the country where the need is greatest.

Respect For All Project campaigns are
coming out all over. 

This year, with the help of a rapidly growing number of school districts, colleges, community organizations, state 
agencies and safe schools networks, we brought our films and education campaigns to Alabama, Arkansas, 
California, Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, and Tennessee.

We’re making it possible for more educators to talk to students and parents about racism, homophobia, 
gender and harassment. Growing numbers of people from more conservative communities are watching 
our films and participating in conversations about the importance of including all people’s lives in diversity 
education so our schools can be safe for everyone.
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Debra Chasnoff leading a classroom discussion about That’s a Family.



We HELPED STRENGTHEN
the NATIONAL safe schools movement. 

The National Safe Schools Roundtable is a powerful gathering of 30 national and state-level organizations 
committed to stopping anti-LGBT bias among young people. As leaders of the Roundtable, this year 
GroundSpark is spearheading the effort to establish a National Safe Schools Roundtable website with a 
database that any school or district can use to find safe schools resources and help with implementing safe 
schools planning and diversity education.

We spread the teachings to
NEA teachers nationwide.

The Respect for All Project and the National Education Association co-developed an initiative to mentor 
NEA members across the country about why and how to address homophobia in the classroom. In the 
summer of 2008, the NEA held the fourth annual training session using RFAP films and materials to show 
NEA members how to go back home and train their fellow teachers.
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Respect For All Project training workshop in Hawaii.



“As the mother of a son who was 

bullied and a grandson who was 

bullied, I found this workshop and 

the dedication of the participants 

very encouraging. Children are 

never too young to start bullying 

and we as adults are never too late 

to try to prevent it. Thank you for 

working on this subject.”

Attendee at our RFAP

Montana workshop

	 RESPECT FOR ALL
	 CROSSES ALL BOUNDARIES

GroundSpark is building a movement of caring, 
inclusive communities.

We are getting everyone behind
safe and welcoming schools. 

This year, the Human Rights Campaign invited the RFAP to work with three San Francisco schools that 
are piloting an anti-bias curriculum guide. The new K-5 Welcoming Schools program uses RFAP films and 
lesson plans to teach young people about family diversity, gender, bullying and school violence. We’re 
working hard to build strong, collaborative safe schools efforts with parents, teachers, students and 
administrators at the three pilot schools. Two other Welcoming Schools pilot programs in Massachusetts 
and Minnesota are using That’s a Family! in their curricula.
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A still from Straightlaced: Rey Arradaza at her prom.



We are organizing California.

GroundSpark’s innovative Community Organizing Institute is helping California communities to build 
diversity education programs and strengthen safe schools efforts.

The pilot targets entire California school districts in Northern, Central, and Southern California. We spent 
this last year conducting statewide research and building local partnerships. Now the RFAP is gearing up to 
send in trainers who will develop permanent safe schools teams in each district.

We are looking ahead to the Community Organizing Institute becoming a national model for making culture 
change happen in other states as well.
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Students in their classrooms from our films Let’s Get Real and It’s Elementary.



Is there anyone
who doesn’t know yet? 

2007 was the year that Women’s Educational Media became GroundSpark! GroundSpark expresses the 
vibrancy of our organization, our tendency to spark big culture changes with our films and our direct, from 
the ground approach to getting our messages across.

We love it. You love it. Can we say that GroundSpark is catching on like wildfire?

We’ve got
a plan.

In 2008 GroundSpark finished its first multi-year strategic plan. At the heart of our new plan is leadership, 
leadership, leadership.

In the coming year, you’ll see us taking more leadership as a national voice for our core issues, more 
leadership in the safe schools movement and more leadership as the nation’s premier creator of culture-
changing media and education campaigns.

Check out, Lighting the Way Forward, our strategic plan brochure.
Available online at: www.groundspark.org/strategic_plan
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“The process of creating our 

strategic plan gave us a precious 

opportunity to step back and 

recognize the extraordinary national 

leadership that this organization 

has provided over the course of 

thirty years. GroundSpark, formerly 

Women’s Educational Media, has 

consistently demonstrated an 

uncanny ability to articulate what 

needs to be said and make visible 

what needs to be seen.”

Doug Paxton, Co-Chair, 

GroundSpark board of directors

GroundSpark’s friendly staff.



2007
FINANCIAL REPORT:

Foundation Grants . . . . . . .       $608,024
58%

Individual Donations . . . . .      $178,120
17%

Sales $ Rentals . . . . . . . . .          $205,899
19%

Other Revenue  . . . . . . . . . .           $18,958
2%

Corporate Donations . . . . . . .        $9,450
1%

Fee for Service Trainings . . .    $29,432
3%

_________________________________
TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . .            $1,049,883

Public Education
& Outreach  . . . . . . . . . . . .             $538,035
38%

National Professional . . . . .     $227,819
Development & Training Programs
16%

Operations . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $176,588
12%

Fundraising . . . . . . . . . . . .             $179,435
13%

Filmmaking  . . . . . . . . . . . .             $291,822
21%

_________________________________
TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . .            $1,413,699

These numbers reflect the 2007 fiscal year. 
However, staff activities described in this 
progress report are from September 2007 
through August 2008.

REVENUE EXPENSES

Net Assets, Beginning of Year . . . . . . . . . . . .           $767,940
Total 2007 Revenues and Support  . . . . . .      $1,049,883________________________________________________ 
Subtotal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    $1,817,823

Total 2007 Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 -$1,413,699
Loss on Sale of Investments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 -$96________________________________________________ 
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  . . . . . . . .        $404,028
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Donor Honor Roll
September 2007-August 2008

$100,000 OR MORE
Columbia Foundation
Ford Foundation
Gill Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
Arcus Foundation
L.P. Brown Foundation - Special Fund
The California Endowment

$25,000-$49,999
Abacot Fund of Community Foundation 

Sonoma County
The Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation
The Overbrook Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Phyllis K. Friedman
Kim Lund
Oswald Family Foundation
The Small Change Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Lucius and Eva Eastman Fund, Inc.
The Frank Foundation 
Susan Lowenberg and Joyce Newstat
Amy Mandel and Katina Rodis Fund of the 

Morton and Barbara Mandel Family   
	 Foundation
Rainbow Endowment
Jerry J. Wilson Memorial Foundation 

$2,500-$4,999
Julia Berg Memorial Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation
Ruth Borenstein and Karen Strauss, in honor 

of Eve Borenstein
Lisa and Elsa Clyde-Garcia
Anne R. Dow Family Foundation
Don and Janie Friend Family Philanthropic 

Fund, a donor-advised fund of the
	 Jewish Community Endowment Fund
Kicking Assets Fund of Tides Foundation,  

on the recommendation of  
Mr. Weston Milliken

Kristina Kiehl and Robert E. Friedman
GJ Stillson MacDonnell
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Katy Oswald
Amelie Ratliff
Jo Ann Smith and Gale Kissin
Léonie Walker and Kate O’Hanlan, MD

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
Margie Adam
Vanessa and Beth Adel
Linda Lee Alter
Miles S. Amen and Christopher A. Magan
Bill Atmore and Jamie McConnell
Alvin H. Baum, Jr. Philanthropic Fund of the 

Jewish Community Endowment Fund
Curtis T. Bell
Lynne Bernstein and Tammy Boatright
Liz Bremner and Karen Crow
Julia R. Cohen and Randi Solomon
Margery Dimond
Deborah Drysdale
The Eden Foundation, advised by Nancy 

Werthan
Barbara Frank and Veronica McCaffrey
David A. Friedman and Paulette J. Meyer
Alison A. Gant
girls just want to have funD of Horizons 

Foundation
Frances D. and William H. Green
Pan Haskins
Elizabeth Hirsch, Karen Pratt and Ben Loomis
Kathryn Hirsch
Susan R. Hoffman
The Ekdahl Hutchinson Family Fund of the 

Minnesota Community Foundation
Paul Kivel and Mary Luckey
Robin Kojima and Teresa Renaker
Lesbian Equity Fund

Live Oak Fund of Horizons Foundation
Kerry Lobel and Marta Drury Fund of 

Horizons Foundation
Eva Chernov Lokey Philanthropic Fund, a 

donor-advised fund of the Jewish 
	 Community Endowment Fund
Linda, Steve and Jeffrey Luz-Alterman
M. Brinton Lykes and Catherine M. Mooney
Leah Modigliani
Constance Packard
Jerry Mehr Pavlon-Blum and  

Myron Pavlon-Blum
Andrew Paxton
Doug Paxton and Joe Vassallo
Kathy Pillsbury and Cindy Marshall
Terese Pritschet, in honor of aMaze’s  

staff and board
Laura Rogers and Michael Shear
Sue Simon
The M. & H. Sommer Foundation
Samuel and Julia Thoron
Ruth and David Waturbury
Alisa Weiner and Alison Scott
The Tamzen White Family Fund of Goldman 

Sachs Philanthropy Fund
Barbra Wiener
Zephyr Real Estate
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$500-$999
Jehan Agrama and Dwora Fried
Don Blaugrund LGBT Fund of Community 

Foundation Sonoma County
Sandra Weiss Borak
David Brisbin and Laura Innes
Steve Cadwell
Cassidy-Gardner Family Fund of  

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Debra Chasnoff
Nanci Clarence and Lidia Szajko
Dr. Topher Collier
Coppock/Pector Contribution of  

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Sarah Farley and Betty Tisel Fund of  

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Paul Feigenbaum and Judy Kemeny
Daniel Flanagan
Susan Freundlich and Elizabeth Seja Min
Florence Gelo and Susan Hoffman
Karen Heintz
Don and Diane Hewat, Fleming Fund of 

Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
Lisa Honig and Dale Schroedel
Susan Hopkins
Riaz A. Karamali and Shaista P. Ali-Karamali
Betty and Bob Klausner
Ann Kwong and Dana Lipovsek
Nancy Meyer and Marc Weiss
Mary Morgan and Benjie Achtenberg
John S. Moynihan
Ragnar Naess and David Charles

Nancy Otto
Bob Riddle, in honor of Tina Owen and  

The Alliance School of Milwaukee, WI
Mary Rivet and Chris Meyer
Andee Rubin
Janet Singer
Mae Stadler
Craig and Charmaine Stainbrook
Robert Sykora
Deborah and Polly Talen on  

behalf of their daughters
Tides Foundation, advised by  

Mr. Ralph Alpert
Stephen Veneziani and Steve Ege
Deborah Wald and Brooke Shields

$250-$499
Roberta Achtenberg
Betty Ann Altman
Pam Bates and Judy Helfand
Kathy Booth and Jenna Dworak Booth
Blanche Borenstein
Eve Borenstein and Candace Falk
Donna Bransford
Camille Cox and Elizabeth Conant
Liz Diamond
Anne Dorman
Nancy Fishman and Nina Haft
Julia Friedlander
Arnold Grossman
Carola Haas

Louisa Haefele
Mitzi Henderson
Charlotte Herdman and Debra Osborn
Victor and Lorraine Honig
Ken and Jean Jones
Giselle Jurkanin and Kristin Cooper
Katherine S. and John W. Kaufmann 

Charitable Gift Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Maryann King and Beth Rosen
Dr. Alisa Klinger
Amy Lange and Jane Newman
Elizabeth de Lima and Bobby Alter
James Luria
Beth Mann
Jill and Marc Mehl
Beverly Mills
Mr. J Mullineaux and Matthew Malik
Daniel Neumann
Emile Norman Charitable Trust
Oak Park PFLAG
Jo Ann Ogden
Julie Oswald
Kirk Pessner and Russell Miller
Thomas Pope and Stewart Allen
Leland S. Prussia
Patricia Robertson and Susan Ashton
Jonathan Rotenberg Fund of 

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Kirby Sack and Pamela Merchant
Susan E. Saxe and Moon E. Smith
Beverly Scott
Barbara and Stan Selbst

Six Ink, Ellen and Judy Lichtman
Deborah Smith
Bonnie Smolen
Shirley Thompson
Barbara Tobin and Cass Smith
Linda Ugelow
Lynn Waddington and Margaret Sorrel
Clyde Wildes
Carl Wong, Sonoma County Schools Office 

Of Education
Stephanie Yang

$100-$249
Suzanne Abele-Ebanks and Kenneth Ebanks
Bianca Alexander, Esq. and 

Michael Alexander
Judy Appel
Christy A. Applegate
Rita Arditti
Norma J. Bailey
Valerie Barr and Susan Yohn
Ann Benson and Iris Harrell
Patricia Bernard and George Bernard
Shay Bintliff
Sandee Blechman
Eileen Blumenthal and Patricia Dunn
Maria Bragonier
Kimberly Brookes and Susan Von Salis
Jennifer Bryan, PhD
Marsha Buck
Campen Fund of Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Betsy and Alan Carpenter
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Ileen Carrel
Donna Cassyd
Wendy Chaikin Sinton
Barry Chersky and Michael Baiad
Steve Cohen
Martha Comfort and Patricia Bonnet
Andrea Devine and Libby Bouvier
Doris and Donald Dezutter
Roger Doughty
Margaret Egan and Camilla Brooks
Arlene Elster
BJ Entwisle
Robert Fisch
Laura E. Fox and Diane Diffenderfer
Stacy Friedman
Rachel Gardner
Linda Garnets
Bonnie and Emma Genevich
Margo George and Catherine Karrass
Gay Harter and Dick Harter
Karen Henley
Michael Henley and Randi Yoder
Susan Hester
Martha and Hoyt Hickman
Susan Hiestand
Susan Hirsch, in honor of Ragnar Naess
Eric Hsu and Jim Chambers
Sarah Jennings
Linda Jones and Lorraine Segal
Ernie Karsten
Gary Kauf and Jayne Garrison
Joyce Kauffman
Rhonda Kaufman

Stacy Keller
Kim Klausner
Kathy Klausner and Beni Strebel
David Kundtz and Robert Steinberg
Deanna Lackaff
Susan Levinkind and Elana Dykewomon
John Lum Architecture Inc. 
Cori Maass
Sean McCormick and Kate Kabagambe
Peggy and Kenneth McIntosh
Beth Miller
Lenora Moffa and Claire McCall
Karin and Pete Monchek
Maureen Nolan
Gricelda and Dan Noonan
Trish Nugent
Dawn O’Donnell
Michelle Padron and Sara Daly
Eleanor Palacios
Lynne Parenti and Tina Ramoy
Judy Pike
Ginny Pizzardi
Steven Polsky and Mark Oliver
Lisa and Jonathan Pontell
Ron Poole-Dayan
The Purple Lady/Barbara J. Meislin Fund of 

the Jewish Community Endowment Fund
Jeffrey and Ingrid Redding, in honor of 

Benjamynn and Carlin Gabriel
Cindy and Ellen Robinson
Doug Robinson
Edward Rodriguez
Tracey Rogers and Jane Schwartz

William Rogers and Johnny Symons
Leslie Rosen and Kim Hayashi
Penny Rosenwasser
Libby Roth and Ron Katz
Michael Runner
Laura Saponara
Jean Schmidt
Judy Schulz
Regina Schulz
Karen Semon and Linda F. Fazio
Linda Shear, CPA and Annette Townley
Ghazala Siddiqui and Sujit Banerjee
David Sloan-Rossiter
Judy Smith and Larry Blum
Lynn Stephen and Ellen Herman
Jerry and Kathie Underdal
Mary Vaskas and Sandra Ruth
Marilyn Waldman
Marilyn Webster and Danita Packard
Dava Weinstein and Dorothy Calvani
Marla Weiss
Deborah Westler
Barbara Wezelman
Jacqueline White and Marcus Waterburg
Susannah Wolf and Douglas Gauck
Sheli and Henry Wortis
Cedric Yap and Edward G. Liebst
Harvey Zuckman and Philip Oxman

$1-$99
Anonymous (2)
Anne Alach
Julie Andrus
Lea Arellano
Joan Axelrad
Brad Bennett and Barbara Schwartz
Margaret Blum
Barbara Boeing
Kathryn Brown
Don W. Buchanan
Carol Callaway
Dr. Erin Carlston
Catherine Cassel
B.J. Charnak
Marion Cohen and Milton Kornfeld
Janet Cole
Marilyn Copeland
Jean Crosby
Virginia D’Antonio
Laurel and Linda Davis-Delano
Ana DeGive
Dalton C. DeHart
Paul Denning
Regina Deutsch
Duane Diviney and Jerald Shing
Barbara Dobson
Tish Douthwaite
Mary Eich and Randy Albelda
Paul Erdahl
Christine Esters
Raphael Ezekiel and Kathy Modigliani
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Esther Faber and Ann Mahoney
Rhonda Findling
Diana Finer and Judith Curcio
Marguerite Finn
Joan Flesch
Alan D. Galumbeck
Yvonne Gavre
Dawn Gelle and Amy Gabriel
Elwood Gerrits
Lisa Ginsburg and Lori Ball
Amy Goldin and Nancy Lu
Ruth Grabowski
Marta Grajeda
Annette Green
Linda Gresik
Linda and John Griffin
Johanna Halbeisen
Bonnie Hallisey
Sue Hansen
Lourdes Henares-Levy
Jeanne Henderson
Beverly Hickok
Doris Hillen
Doreen Hlavaty
Carol Hoffman
John R. Hoffman, PhD
Craig Howell
Jennifer Indeliclae
Kane-Salafia Family
Lyn and David Kaplan
Deborah Kass-Ray
Keith Kilty
Max Kirkeberg

Chloe Kloezeman
Barbara and Donald Kornblau
Theodora Kramer
Carol Larson
Jane Larson
Lynne Layton
Elaine Leeder
Adam Levine
John Lindner and Mark Perry
Candy Lindskog
Laurie Lippin
Tom Little
Sheryl Litwack
Laura Lloyd
Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin
Laura Majewski
Jack Malinowski
Michael Mansfield
Sara Marsh
Stephen Matchett
Anne McGivern
Marilyn McMillan
Charlotte Miller
Danette Mulrine and Arla Linton
Carol Neu
Loraine K. Obler and Margaret Feary
Victor Orange
Sandi Pollack
Claudia Polsky and Ted Mermin
Amy Posmantur and Terry Cramer
Anne Prescott
Therese Quinn
Suzanne Rademan

Ashley Radzat 
Ruth Rainero
Helen Raizen and Kathy MacDonald
Mairead Reid
Sherry Richman
Melissa Roberts
Abe Rybeck
Sharyn Saslafsky
Bridget Scadeng
Nancy Scheerer
John Scherer
Elizabeth Schwartzburt
Jeannie Segall
Ethel Seiderman
Stacey Shuster and Joan Lefkowitz
Abby Snay and Edward Yelin
Shoshana Sokoloff
Nancy Spangler, in honor of Eric Wildrgrube
Victoria Steinitz and Elliott Mishler
Elaine Sterling
Michelle D. Stratton and John W. Nimmo
Mary Strauss
Mary Stromquist
Kathleen Stueck and Paul Riley
Nancy Suib
Les and Marlon Taylor
Lindsey Thomas and David Lauth
Geoffrey Thomas
Keeley Tobler
Martha Trudeau Tucker
Dona Upson
Peggy Vogelson
Carol Watchler and Ann Baker

Laurie Weisman
Grietje Wijbenga and Susan Carmen
Richard Wilson
Elaine Winter
Lorin Wiseman
Sherilyn Wright
Eduardo Yanez and Dennis Ramos
Joel Zimet

Corporate Matching Grants
eBay Foundation Employee Matching 

Gifts Program
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
The Pew Charitable Trusts’ Matching 

Gifts Program

In-Kind Donations
Borenstein and McVeigh Law Office LLC
Lisa and Elsa Clyde-Garcia
Phyllis K. Friedman
Liz Hirsch and Karen Pratt
Linda and Steve Luz-Alterman
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Oswald Family Foundation
Katy Oswald
Jo Ann Smith and Gale Kissin
Polly and Deborah Talen
Thelen LLP



GROUNDSPARK

Board of Directors

Bianca Alexander

Kathy Booth 
Co-Chair

Ruth Borenstein

Donna Bransford

Debra Chasnoff

Riaz Karamali

Doug Paxton 
Co-Chair

Elissa Perry

Eddie Rodriguez

Laura Saponara

Jo Ann Smith 
Internal Affairs Chair

Staff

Debra Chasnoff
Executive Director and Senior Producer

Cristy Chung
Community Programs Manager

Rhonda Collins
Straightlaced Editor

Jenesha de Rivera
Financial Manager

Alana Esquivel
Office Manager

Alicia Harris
Program Associate

Adore Davidson Rodriguez
Development and Administrative Manager

Brett Rogstad
Edit Room Manager

Maritza Schäfer
Director of Communications and Marketing

Amy Scharf
Director of Educational Programs

Ryan Schwartz
National Outreach and Media Relations Manager

Brittney Shepherd
Associate Producer

This past year, we were thrilled to welcome eight new staff 
members as GroundSpark continues to grow: Cristy Chung 
(previously a team member in a different capacity), Jenesha 
de Rivera, Alana Esquivel, Alicia Harris, Brett Rogstad, Maritza 
Schäfer, Amy Scharf, and Brittney Shepherd. 

We said goodbye with much gratitude to Christy Applegate, 
Sue Chen (on maternity leave), Abena Darden, Sherezada Kent 
and Kevin Swanson.

Development and Communications Consultants

Susan Freundlich
Nancy Otto
Shambhavi Sarasvati
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THE RESPECT FOR ALL PROJECT 

GroundSpark’s Respect For All Project facilitates the 
development of inclusive schools and communities that are 
free from bias and prejudice by providing media resources, 
support and training to youth, educators and service providers. 

RFAP Facilitators

Carol Badran
Barry Chersky
Michael Courville
Eileen Glaser
Judy Logan
Derrick Miller-Handley
Nancy Otto 
Alan Quiñonez 
Serian Strauss 
Nadiyah Taylor 

RFAP Advisory Board

Ellen Hofheimer Bettmann
Former Director of Training and Resources Anti-Defamation 
League; author of Hate Hurts

Patricia A. Boland
EdS, NCSP National Association of School Psychologists

Reveta Bowers
Head of School, Center for Early Education 

Michael Funk
Executive Director, Sunset Neighborhood Beacon Center; 
Steering Committee Member, California Afterschool
Advisory Committee

Jan Goodman
Founder, Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development’s Network for Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual
Issues in Education

Beth Hall
Director, Pact -- an Adoption Alliance

Stacey Horn
Associate Professor of Educational Psychology and
Human Development, College of Education at the
University of Illinois at Chicago 

Dr. Irvin Howard
Past-president, California League of Middle Schools

Kevin Jennings
Founder and Executive Director , Gay, Lesbian and
Straight Education Network (GLSEN)

Michael Kimmel
Professor of Sociology, SUNY at Stony Brook, author,
The Gendered Society

Paul Kivel
Author I Can Make My World a Safer Place

Beth Reis
Public Health Educator, Public Health-Seattle and
King County; Co-Chair, Washington Safe Schools Coalition

Nan D. Stein
EdD, Senior Research Scientist -- Center for Research
on Women; Co-Director, National Violence Against Women 
Prevention Center, Wellesley Centers for Women

Frieda K. Takamura
Human/Civil Rights Coordinator, Washington Education 
Association

Tamara Teichgraeber
Coordinator of Student Services, Oakland Unified
School District

Hugh Vasquez
Executive Director, San Francisco Education Fund

Riki Wilchins
Executive Director, GenderPAC

Helen S. Cohen and Debra Chasnoff 
Co-Founders 
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